5B2202 – COBB Downpipe: BMW N55
Installation Instructions

Congratulations on your purchase of the COBB Downpipe for your BMW N55 powered
vehicle. These instructions should only be used as a guide for the install. Please read
them first BEFORE you start so you can familiarize yourself with the steps and the tools
necessary to complete the installation. If you feel that you cannot properly perform this
installation, we HIGHLY recommend you take the vehicle to a qualified and experienced
automotive technician to perform the work.

Parts List:





COBB Downpipe
(2) 2.5" 2-Bolt Gaskets
(4) M8 Bolts
(4) M8 Nuts

Tools Needed:
























Jack or Lift
Jack Stands (If using a Jack)
Ratchet
Assortment of Extensions
3/8" Universal Swivel Socket
8mm Shallow/Deep Socket
9mm Shallow/Deep Socket
10mm Shallow/Deep Socket
11mm Shallow/Deep Socket
12mm Shallow/Deep Socket
13mm Shallow/Deep Socket
Phillips Head Screwdriver
Flat Head Screwdriver
T-20 Torx Bit
E10 Inverted Torx Sockets
E12 Inverted Torx Sockets
E14 Inverted Torx Sockets
E18 Inverted Torx Sockets
12mm Open/Closed Ended Combination Wrench
13mm Open/Closed Ended Combination Wrench
14mm Open/Closed Ended Combination Wrench
15mm Open/Closed Ended Combination Wrench
16mm Open/Closed Ended Combination Wrench
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Pre-Installation Preparation
1. Place the car on a lift, or supported by four (4) jack stands using the factory jack points located
underneath and behind the side skirt of the car (rectangular plastic pieces should be present).
Removal of the Stock Downpipe
1. In order to remove the downpipe, unclipping the O2 sensors from the main harness (under the
engine cover) will be necessary. Start by removing the cowl covers that are located on either
side of the car. They will have clips on the front and back of the covers. Use your finger to lift the
clip and remove the covers.

2. In front of the cowls you just removed are the hood and ambient air temp sensors. Disconnect
the plugs from the sensors and gently pull the wires back from the clips.
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3. Remove the six (6) 8mm screws holding the centerpiece of the cowl in place. Now remove the
two (2) 8mm screws at each end of the cowl and remove the cowl.

Copyright © 2012 COBB Tuning Products LLC. All Rights Reserved. | www.cobbtuning.com

3

4. In the middle of the cowl that is left on the car, is a plug with a slit on it. Using a large flat head
screwdriver, unscrew the plug exposing the two (2) joining braces.

5. Using an E18 inverted Torx socket, remove the bolt that joins both the braces.
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6. After the center bolt is removed, remove both E14 inverted Torx bolts from the shock towers thus
releasing both bars and allowing them to be removed from the car.

7. Unhook the air box lid by unclipping the four (4) metal clips holding the lid to the box.
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8. Next unhook the MAP sensor form the backside of the intake tube.

9. On the passenger side of the motor, loosen the hose clamp on the intake accordion tube closest
to the shock tower and remove the whole intake assembly.
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10. To remove the engine cover, pop the three (3) wire harnesses out of their holders and pull up on
the cover to pop it out of the posts holding it in place.

11. On the passenger side rear of the motor there are two (2) big rectangular plugs being held to the
motor by metal clips. These are the O2 sensor plugs. One plug wire should be grey and the
other black. Use a marker to mark which plug goes to which wire before you disconnect them.
Once marked, disconnect the plugs and let the plugs fall along side of the motor.
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12. You will now be working under the car. Start by removing the eighteen (18) screws holding the
under tray in place using a 8mm socket.

13. Behind the under tray is another plastic tray covering the transmission. Using an 8mm socket,
remove the six (6) screws holding it in place.
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14. In order to gain access to the V-band flange mating the downpipe to the turbine, you will need to
loosen the rack and move it out of your way. Start by using a 16mm combination wrench and an
E12 inverted Torx socket to remove both bolts holding the rack in place.
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15. Once the bolts for the rack are out, push the wheels towards the left as if you were making a left
hand turn. This will slide the rack out of the holders on the sub-frame allowing you to move it
around as needed.
*****WARNING: You may need to take your car to the dealer after reinstalling your steering rack
to be recalibrated if your car is not running correctly.*****

16. With the rack out of the way, use a T-20 Torx bit to remove the three (3) screws holding the heat
shield on the passenger side in place.
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17. Disconnect the front of the exhaust from the downpipes by removing the four (4) nuts using a 12
or 13mm deep socket (we have seen both size bolts on different year vehicles so beware). When
doing this, it is suggested to place a poll jack or floor jack under the exhaust, so that it does not
fall when the last bolt is taken out.

18. Lower the jack holding the exhaust allowing for clearance for the downpipe to come out. Don't
worry as the exhaust will rest on the chassis support in the middle of the car.
19. Using an E10 and E18 inverted Torx socket on a universal swivel with a long extension, remove
the transmission bolts holding the downpipe locator in place.
20. Remove the two (2) nuts holding the placement bracket to the downpipe using a 12 or 13mm
deep socket. The bracket won't come out too easy, so it is best to just leave it hanging to the
downpipe.
21. Remove the 13mm bolt holding the V-band for the downpipe in place.
22. Remove the downpipe. You will most likely need to spread the V-band apart using one hand,
while sliding the downpipe out with the other.
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Installation of the COBB Downpipe
1. With the stock downpipe and COBB downpipe next to each other, remove the O2 sensors from
the stock downpipe and put them into the COBB downpipe. We highly suggest spraying the
sensors with a penetrating lubricant and letting them soak before removal to avoid any damage.
When reinstalling them into the COBB downpipe, apply a little bit of anti-seize to the threads to
make them easier to remove in the future. Make sure that the sensors are in the correct locations
and they do not get switched around as it will affect the way the car runs.

2. Install the COBB downpipe and tighten the V-band flange with the stock 13mm bolt.
3. Using the supplied hardware and gaskets, reconnect the exhaust to the downpipe.
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4. Reinstall the rest of the car following the removal of the stock downpipe in reverse order.
5. Congratulations! You have completed the installation of the COBB Downpipe for your BMW. Go
out and enjoy!
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